In the Agreement, Quebec has committed to allocating, at a minimum,
350,000 cubic metres of timber per year to the Cree Nation. This allocation
is more than double that of Mistuk’s current timber licence, and will serve
as a springboard for future opportunity in forestry. Capitalizing on these
initial timber stocks, those Cree communities interested in forestry will then
be able to use investment funds generated through the resource sharing
revenues in the agreement to obtain further timber supplies. These
supplies could come through partnerships with existing companies (similar
to Nabakatuk and Domtar), through mergers or acquisitions of smaller
forestry companies, or in further government timber allocations.

In addition to exploiting harvesting and milling opportunities, there will
be many opportunities for local Cree entrepreneurs to enter into the
forestry services market. These services involve road construction and
maintenance, forestry camp services, heavy equipment maintenance and
silviculture work. Again, investment funds generated by the agreement
will make entry into this lucrative market possible, and provisions within
the agreement should facilitate the awarding of more contracts in favour
of Cree enterprises.

Another important aspect of economic development and forestry that should
not be overlooked by Crees is in the area of secondary, or value-added,
manufacturing. As raw logs are transformed into lumber and then used to
manufacture furniture or any other specialized wood product, the benefits
from the wood are multiplied. At each stage of wood production, the value
of the resource is increased and more jobs are created. And so, the challenge
for Crees is to build locally based enterprises devoted to making products
out of the trees they harvest.

A future agreement with Quebec, with its resource and revenue sharing
provisions, should set the stage for the Cree Nation to meet this challenge
and capture the full potential of the forestry resources they possess. The
agreement will also ensure that Cree entrepreneurs who are interested in
forestry opportunities will have the tools to participate in a meaningful
way. And so, just as trappers will no longer be expected to stand aside
for forestry, neither will Cree business people. e
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Transfer of Lands from Mistissini
to Oujé-Bougoumou Finally on the
Road to Resolution

At the end of December 2001, negotiators for Mistissini and Oujé-Bougoumou finally reached an
agreement-in-principle to resolve the very long-standing issue of the transfer of lands between the two
communities. It will provide Oujé-Bougoumou with a land regime in the same manner as the other
Cree communities, and will resolve outstanding territorial issues for Mistissini.

At the same time, solutions for a number of other
very important issues for each community were
agreed to.

For Mistissini:

Quebec finally agreed to resolve all the issues
that were contained in a Memorandum of
Understanding signed in 1989. This will allow
a final description of Mistissini’s Category |
and II lands, which have remained ambiguous
since the original signing of the James Bay and
Northern Quebec Agreement.

A process will be established to set up a joint
corporation with Mistissini to be responsible for
the management and operations of the Albanel,

Mistassini and Waconichi Lakes Wildlife Reserve.

Quebec has agreed to settle the long-standing
claim by Mistissini regarding their hunting

territories which lie beyond the height of land,
and, therefore, outside the James Bay territory.

Quebec has agreed to eliminate the “200-foot
corridor” rule as it has applied to Mistissini’s
Category IA lands.

Quebec has made a clear commitment

to upgrade and pave Highway 167 from
Chibougamau to Mistissini. The project will
be completed over the next three years, with
guarantees of employment and contracts for
the community of Mistissini.

For Oujé-Bougoumou:

* Quebec has agreed on boundaries for Category
1A, 1B and II lands, which will comprise
Oujé-Bougoumou’s land regime.

® Quebec has agreed that the “200-foot corridor”
rule will not apply to Category 1A lands.

e Quebec has agreed to establish a joint corporation
with Oujé-Bougoumou to be responsible for
the management and operations of the Assinica
Wildlife reserve.

® Quebec has agreed to discussions with
Oujé-Bougoumou, which will result in the
transformation of the Assinica Wildlife
Reserve as a Cree Heritage Park.

e Quebec has agreed to collaborate with
Oujé-Bougoumou in identifying and implementing
a permanent solution to the safety concerns
related to Oujé-Bougoumou’s access road,
Road #209.

Quebec has agreed, as part of this agreement, that the
two communities will receive an amount of $40 million,
with $20 million for Mistissini and $20 million for

Oujé-Bougoumou.

All these matters will be incorporated into a new
complementary agreement to the James Bay and
Northern Quebec Agreement, which will involve
Canada as well.

After nearly a dozen years of fruitless discussions
and negotiations, these long outstanding issues
are finally on their way to being resolved, pending
review and ratification by the Mistissini and
Oujé-Bougoumou communities. /=



] Support the Agreement

by Matthew Coon Come, National Chief

After Quebec signed the James Bay Agreement, they acted as though they could do whatever they wanted to do,
because the Crees had signed the James Bay Agreement. We always disagreed with this view. We always fought
to share in the development of the resources. I see this in the present agreement; we will have our share.

We used to see the traplines being clearcut, and at the time the trappers were not asked what they wanted
to save on their land and how they wanted the cutting managed. Now we have a new regime set up in the
agreement, where the trappers will be part of the forestry planning process and will be able to protect sensitive

... in 1975, Lake
Mistissini was

to have been
flooded. Parts

of the community
would have been

under water!

arcas. I see that Muskuchii near Waskaganish will be protected, and that
Assinica Park will finally be created.

As you know, just as in a family, when someone helps another he expects
to eventually receive some help, or something in return. The government is
the same. However, they tend to speak to us only when they want something.
In the past, we have fought development when they wanted too much, when
the projects that they proposed were
too large and destructive of the land.
In Great Whale, they wanted to
block three other rivers, and put
powerhouses on the Great Whale.
In NBR, they wanted to block
another two large rivers, and put
the powerhouses on the Broadback
River. They wanted seven rivers. |
look at the agreement before us, and
I see that they want to block one river.

This is progress. As the NBR project
was described in 1975, Lake Mistissini
was to have been flooded. Parts of
the community would have been
under water! Today, by this agree-
ment, we will remove that threat. Yes,
Waskaganish will feel the impacts,

Matthew Coon Come, National Chief but even there the Broadback and

Nottaway Rivers will be saved, and in

NBR they would have been destroyed. We have an agreement before us that
leads the way in the development of relations between Aboriginal peoples
and governments. Aboriginal peoples across Canada have their eyes on us.
If we do not sign, we can be assured that the government will be back for
the rivers and the lakes. Will we win the next time? Maybe, but we should
take the progress that we have made with governments. This is what we
have always done—made some progress, and then moved along from there.
This is what we must do this time. e
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ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY

RESOLUTION NO. 2001-18 SUBJECT: Development of Natural
Resources on Eeyou
Istchee

WHEREAS the Crees have the right to the full and effective enjoyment of all
human rights and fundamental freedoms including those set out in international
instruments and under international law;

WHEREAS the Crees have the right of self-determination and by virtue of that
right, they may freely determine their political status and may freely pursue their
economic, social and cultural development;

WHEREAS the Crees have the right to determine and develop priorities and
strategies for the development or use of Cree traditional lands and territories and
other resources, including the right to require Canada and Quebec to seek and
obtain Cree consent prior to the approval of any project affecting Cree traditional
lands, territories and other resources, particularly in connection with the development,
utilization or exploitation of mineral, water, forestry or other resources;

WHEREAS on the basis of these principles it is appropriate and expedient to enter
into discussions with the appropriate government authorities concerning the partic-
ipation involvement and prior consent of the Crees in relation to natural resources
development on or affecting Cree traditional lands, territories or resources;

RESOLVED:

THAT the Grand Council of the Crees (Eeyou Istchee) through the Grand Chief
be and is hereby instructed to seek discussions with the appropriate government
authorities concerning the participation, involvement and prior consent of the Crees
in relation to natural resources development on or affecting Cree traditional lands,
territories or resources.

Proposed by: Chief Sam Bosum
Seconded by: Roderick Georgekish
Carried: August 23rd, 2001
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Chairman Recording Secretary

Matthew Mukash Edna Neeposh



