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Visit us at our website http://www.gov.on.ca


      Call any MNR Office in Ontario for information at -








1-800-667-1940 (English) ... or ... 1-800-667-1840 (French)








                8:30 am to 5:00 pm - Monday to Friday

Northeast Regional Office

Ontario Government Complex

P.O. Bag 3020, Hwy. 101 East

South Porcupine, ON   P0N 1H0

Telephone:  (705) 235-1153

Facsimile:    (705) 235-1226

November 5, 2004
Dear Resource User:

On September 17, 2004, a meeting was held with the MNR’s Kirkland Lake District Manager to discuss concerns regarding the proposed amendment # 54 on the Timiskaming Forest.  The proposed amendment would change the timing restriction on access and harvesting of an approved harvest block.  I have reviewed this issue and am providing my decision through this letter.

I have decided that the timing of forest operations can be changed, as requested in the proposed amendment.  I will, however, require MNR to restrict access to this area by way of a sign until the forest operations are complete and the road has been abandoned.  The sign should be posted as soon as possible when the road construction begins to prevent a pattern of use.  The sign should be erected at an appropriate location where the new road construction begins.  An example of the wording that could be used is:  "Use of this road by unauthorized motorized highway and off-road vehicles is prohibited.  Public Lands Act".
If the forest operations are not completed by the spring and it is expected that the operations will be shut down for a while, I expect the first crossing will be removed until operations resume.  Once operations are completed, the road will be decommissioned using a combination of crossing removal, making the road impassable for the first 100 metres, and through the strategic placement of boulders as per discussions with MNR staff.  
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Resource User

I am also providing my concurrence to approve this as a minor amendment, with the provision that the appropriate documentation is updated to reflect my decision.  The harvest block was approved in the forest management plan and the concerns raised have been addressed.  
Please contact Steve Osawa at (705) 235-1173 if you have any questions regarding my decision. 

Sincerely,

Rob Galloway, R.P.F.

Regional Director

Northeast Region
c:
Ms. Corrinne Nelson, MNR District Manager

Mr. Paul Fantin, Timiskaming Forest Alliance Inc.


Ms. Karen Pilch, Kirkland Lake Local Citizens’ Committee


Mr. John Salo, Ontario Parks


Mr. Roel Teunissen, Ontario Parks
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